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When Birk Williams was working
om his most recent sculpiure, he
began to suspect it had a force of
its owm.

Thal's aol untisuad in a work of
arl, he says.

* Usually I have an idea of what
I want to do when I start (a plece),
amnd then it changes, It devislops o
force, a power that affects the way
it berng oul. Sometimes it doesn’t
even feel like I'm wurh:ﬁ o it
—Hke T ewen have a part of it I'm
Just there™

This particular piece, which in-
corporates & mon dinging to & fish,

WikS esp-eaﬂ_v troublesome  andd
williul. *T had a problem with the
man's faee 1 had an idea of the ex-
pression | wanted for himi, but this
olher cxpression came out. 1 kept
changing it, wiping this one of and
slarting over, but the same ex-
pressssn would come kack.

“1 nally de d to quit fighting
it. Sometimes have a
cerlain moment m of ir own,

and there's nol much you can da
mheout it.®

Willlams has ereated several

“ With this piece, [ wantsd (o ged
serious and work with more of a
life theme. | wanted to show strug-
e, show mavement.”

Thie man and fsh are composed
of three separate picces, seemingly
emerging from ground. *The
whale thing is symbolic — actually,
sori of symbaolic,

* First, i‘ls symbolic of man Lry-
ing tp congquer his dreams The
fish &= the emvicoarmenl, and the
man is ang o conguer the envi-
roarment,

“Then, it could alse symibwlize
me — Lhe artist trying lo con-
fquer my drium by i Lhes pqn:va:
It's the hardest thing I've ever do-
L

Huud.'ntl{ the piece posed its own
conflicd with the emvironmient, Wil
liams said. His Murnace wént owt
Insd winfer when he was working
ofi the &ewlplume, and the hemd por-

Lifestyle

Jownal phoio by Bob Hammersirom

Kirk Williams' bonded bronze sculpture gives the appearance of 8 man
and fish emerging from the ground. The work, which ook aboul two

Lon froze and coll Wiorse,
the: il portion, whic mﬂulmd &
“wory complicated mold,” col-
Inpsed three Hmes.

The sculpling process thal Wil
linms wsed requires several sepa
role =tages He frst (ormed the
|:||E'|':l= m wiel clay, which ru:qui.re—.l,:
Enirly rapid waork, so that the clay
doesn't dry out and crack. Afer
completing the elay sculplure, he
maiche 5 lstex mold, then a plaster
meobd over the top. Finally, il was
laminaled with Fberglass.

When the work was ready for
c:mh'ng_ e mixed epoxy with pow-
deree] maeetals to form the bonded
beonze, which is whal makes up
thar findshed peece,

By using bamded boronee, rather
than foundry-casl bronze, the work
is bess expensive lo create, and the
artist can controd the weight of the
finished plece.

“1 have o wall plece | made a
couple years ago ihal's seven or
eight feet wide, but it only weighs
aboul 24 powmd=" he =aid.

The sowlplure doesn't hove o
name yel, Or il has several nianes

= "Man and Fish," “The Rider®
r “The Rescue”™ A friend polnted
oul that it Inoked like the Ash was
resculng the man, an idea thal Wil
hams sald he badn't seen onigi
nadly,

Bul e oflen relics on fmends o
point oul things in his work that
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‘Sculpture embdles th ' power of the arts

years to complete, was displayed on his Ironl lawn on 'Wes! Cavour las]
ik,

he's teo close o sse, Other peaple,
especiilly those who don’l have a
lot of expenence in the arls, can
pick oul meanings and, in some
cases, proems m the work Chat
he can'l always see himself

In addition to seuiplure, Williams
also paints, and he i3 a singer and
caompaser, Wi moome, however,
comes maok foom the aris, but rom
his job 6z a huaman services lechii
cian al the Fergus Falls Regional
Trealmenl Center, where be has
worked for 11 years.

Thi style ol the comend pices

a work emerging from the
groand — is mot a new idea, he ad-
mulled. There are sevieral sculp

tures on the East Coast that use a
similar lechnigque

Bail shared technigques and simi-
lar wens are an inherent force
among the arls, Williams sakd
“You can'l help bul be infuenced
by differenl artisls, When you slarl
a pece, there's something in it
thal you're dromm to — inlorma-
Lien, an kea [ don'l know where 1
commes froem, but it's there,

“Much of your work ends up not
being you, buit a colleclive of
what's been done before, Then you
add Lo Uhe collective, and the ideas
go on,”

He = currenlly displaying the
new sculplure and several slher of
his work= in the Twin Citles,




